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INTRODUCTION  

Creating a healthy social fabric is a vital component 

in any town.  Park systems and recreation programs 

are a tangible way for citizens to experience leisure 

time in the community. In Sequim, residents gather 

for many festivals and events in Carrie Blake Park, 

the Cityôs Community Park. Neighborhood Parks are 

well attended by many people playing and socializ-

ing. These parks are within walking distance of home 

and allow ñsmall-townò and ñfriendlyò interaction 

amongst residents. These are the places where chil-

dren gather to run freely or throw a ball around with 

friends. Pocket parks and plazas are smaller public 

places where residents and visitors experience leisure 

activities ï these are located throughout the commu-

nity and offer an array of activities from child-play on 

fixed equipment to organic gardening. Plazas provide 

settings for relaxation or to enjoy events such as the 

Farmerôs Market in the urban center. All of these 

park types allow residents to freely mingle and have 

friendly, chance interactions. These encounters are 

important to the community because they connect 

people and create a sense of belonging. 

The City of Sequim is dedicated to making sure there 

is availability and access to parks, recreation opportu-

nities and leisure opportunities that exist for its resi-

dents and visitors. These opportunities are provided, 

in most cases, through the active and passive recrea-

tion sites, facilities and programs within Sequimôs 

park system, and its recreation programs. The City is 

also dedicated to partnerships with other public and 

service organizations to pool resources and provide a 

variety of opportunities to the community. Leisure 

services and parks are important for providing 

healthy alternatives for citizens to recreate in the 

community.  

Local opportunities tend to be service- and facility-

driven (e.g., recreation programming, ball fields, 

courts, trails and paths).  Efforts important to the pri-

orities of local government include providing close-to

-home recreation opportunities, supporting public 

health through facilities that encourage physical ac-

tivities, and providing facilities that encourage per-

sonal mobility.  Local sidewalks, streets, and roads 

are important for walking, jogging, and bicycling.  

Park and trail acquisition and park design and use is a 

way for the City to demonstrate conservation of natu-

ral resources and to educate the public about the en-

vironment. Shared easements for trail development 

and demonstration projects such as the Water Reuse 

Demonstration Park provide environmental connec-

tion links to the ecosystem and the delivery of ser-

vices.  

To evaluate the need for City parks, recreation op-

portunities and leisure amenities spatially and to as-

sist in the effort to assure equitable availability of 

parks and recreation facilities is available to all Se-

quim residents who live in different parts of the City, 

the map on the following page (Figure 7.A) has been 

created to show deficiencies in access to parks and 

recreation opportunities.  
tƛƻƴŜŜǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ tŀǊƪΦ 

tŀǊƪ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 

ŀǊŜ ŀ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƛǝȊŜƴǎ ǘƻ 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜ ǝƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ 



 

Chapter 7ðParks & Recreation   Page 4 

 

PARKS & RECREATION  

CƛƎǳǊŜ тΦ! !ŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ aŀǇ 

 

VISION  

Parts of the Vision guide development of the cityôs 

PARKS AND RECREATION system and facilities:  

The Sequim 120 Vision Statement directed by the 

community desires are reflected in the comprehen-

sive plan elements throughout. Of the 13 bulleted 

vision statement points, the following relate the most 

to the parks and recreation goals and policies: 

¶ undeveloped residential lands will infill to 

strengthen neighborhoods by enhancing safety, 

creating more livable streets, providing opportu-

nities for mutual support, and promoting a social 

fabric where ñsmall-town friendlinessò is experi-

enced every day; 

¶ the communityôs image and identity will be pro-

moted by active management and responsible 

stewardship of both the human-built and natural 

environments;  

¶ Sequimôs role as a major steward and purveyor of 

finite natural resources in the Valley will be re-

flected in a pattern of growth that promotes effi-

ciency in resource utilization and sustainable re-

source management. 
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PARK TYPES 

tw Dh![ тΦм ¢¸t9{ hC t!wY{Υ  wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊƪǎ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŎǝƻƴǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ 

ƻƴ ƭƻŎŀǝƻƴΣ ǎƛȊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƳŜƴƛǝŜǎΦ 

th[L/L9{ 

 

tw тΦмΦм /haa¦bL¢¸ t!wY{ 

Program and improve Sequimôs Community Parks to 

serve the greater Sequim-Dungeness Valley as a re-

gional draw for recreation and park activities. 

Discussion: Community parks are large parks, be-

tween 20 and 100 acres serving up to 30,000 people, 

essentially the population of the entire valley in 2015.  

Although in some cases community parks can be 

smaller if proposed for a community wide use such 

as Dr. Standard Park.  Typically, community parks 

are located on arterials or major collector streets and 

are venues for large sporting events, community 

events, concerts. Many different uses are often found 

in these parks. Examples of community park uses 

include: soccer and baseball fields, amphitheaters, 

playgrounds, tennis courts, pickleball courts, basket-

ball courts, volleyball courts, internal trail systems, 

gardens, picnic areas, ponds, disc golf courses, picnic 

shelters, community centers and dog parks. 

Carrie Blake Park is Sequimôs community park. Major 

events draw people from all over the region. Serving 

well beyond the capacity, it is a great example of a 

community park with multiple types of activities both 

passive and active including trails, shelters, sitting 

areas, ponds, soccer fields, playgrounds, skate park, 

BMX track, picnic shelters and Guy Cole Center serve 

a wide range of park patrons. Large open areas and 

passive open space opportunities with parking accom-

modations help to facilitate special events. The low-

density neighborhood surrounding Carrie Blake Park 

uses the park for the local neighborhood. (Figure 7.B 

on page 7) 

/ŀǊǊƛŜ .ƭŀƪŜ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ ŀ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ tŀǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ {ŜǉǳƛƳ-

5ǳƴƎŜƴŜǎǎ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ 

 

tw тΦмΦн b9LDI.hwIhh5 t!wY{  

Locate additional neighborhood parks within walk-

ing distance of existing and proposed neighborhoods 

with passive and informal active open space. 

Discussion: Neighborhood parks are typically be-

tween three and ten acres and serve the surrounding 

low-density neighborhoods of around 3-5,000 people. 

These parks are within walking distance of neighbor-

hood homes and provide an informal gathering space 

for nearby residents. They attract users from inside 

the neighborhood with a few amenities such as play-

ground equipment, seating areas, picnic areas, open 

space, court games, community gardens and walking 

trails. These parks are not meant to act as a regional 

draw.  

A few of Sequimôs neighborhood parks include Mar-

garet Kirner Park and Gerhardt Park.  Others are 

needed to serve new neighborhoods as Sequim expe-

riences growth. As new schools are proposed, part-

nerships with the Sequim School District can fill the 
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void with neighborhood parks and play areas for the 

schools created on a common site. Agreements con-

cerning park use, management, maintenance, and 

equipment replacement provide the legal framework 

to forge these partnerships.  

aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ YƛǊƴŜǊ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘ ǇŀǊƪΦ 

 

tw тΦмΦо {a![[ !b5 {t9/L![ ¦{9 t!wY{ 

Integrate small, special use parks that serve residents 

within a quarter mile radius and visitors to Down-

town into the Cityôs urban fabric to meet specific 

open space needs such as providing respite, play for 

children, and specialized activities for all ages.  

Discussion: Pocket-parks / mini-parks / tot-lots / 

community gardens are public spaces of a few hun-

dred square feet to an acre or two that provide lim-

ited, special activities for local residents. Within resi-

dential neighborhoods, these parks are usually pas-

sive, serving the surrounding neighborhood popula-

tion of several hundred houses. In commercial or 

business areas, they are sitting areas for people-

watching, having a casual meal, or maybe even en-

gaging in a game of checkers.  

Sequim has small special use parks in neighborhoods 

and in Downtown. Mary Kirner Park is at the edge of 

the Central Neighborhood, and Centennial Place, 

June Robinson Memorial Park, Heritage Park and 

Seal Street Park ï all within Downtown ï offer a 

place to rest and meet a friend before visiting one of 

{Ŝŀƭ {ǘǊŜŜǘ tŀǊƪ ƛƴ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ {ŜǉǳƛƳΦ 

 

tw тΦмΦп t[!¸CL9[5{ 

Provide facilities for youth and adult organized team 

sports that serve the community, Valley and region. 

Discussion: Dr. Standard Park and Haller Playfields 

are city facilities that are the primary venues of orga-

nized sports. They serve city residents and valley resi-

dents and teams that visit from the broader region.  

¢ƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ 5ǳƴƎŜƴŜǎǎ /ǳǇ ¸ƻǳǘƘ {ƻŎŎŜǊ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƭōŜǊǘ IŀƭƭŜǊ tƭŀȅŬŜƭŘǎΦ 

 

tw тΦмΦр t!¢I{ !b5 ¢w!L[{ 

Connect the community to nature and parks and open 

spaces through a system of regional and local trails 

and paths for walking and bicycling. 

Discussion:  Although not technically a Sequim City 

Park, the Olympic Discovery Trail passes through the 

city limits and some city parks. The Olympic Discov-

ery Trail is intended to eventually connect Sequim 


